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Quarrying

hundred years. The biographer of St. Hugh1 waxes
eloquent over the beauties of the Purbeck marble
introduced so effectively into the work in Lincoln
Cathedral executed under the saintly bishop's direction

at the end of the twelfth
century : ' the work is sup-
ported by precious columns
of swarthy stone, not con-
fined to one sole colour,
nor loose of pore, but
flecked with glittering
stars and close-set in all
its grain. This stone dis-
dains to be tamed with
steel until it have first
been subdued by art; for
its surface must first be
softened by long grinding
with sand, and its hardness
is relaxed with vinegar.
Moreover, it may suspend
the mind in doubt whether
it be jasper or marble ; it
is dull indeed for jasper,
yet, for marble, of a most
noble nature. Of this are formed those slender columns
which stand round the great piers, even as a bevy of
maidens stand marshalled for a dance.' Not only was it
used in 1205 at Chichester Cathedral, but it would seem
that some thirty years earlier it was sent to Dublin and to
Durham. All the evidence goes to show that the marble

1 Coulton, Social Life in Britain, 472.
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